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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

FALL 2014 CONVOCATION ADDRESS 

President Ron McKerlie 

McIntyre Performing Arts Centre, Fennell Campus 

Friday, Oct. 17, 2014 

Good afternoon. 

I’d like to extend a warm Mohawk welcome to proud parents, partners, family and friends. 

To our platform party, Board of Governors and distinguished guests. 

And to the graduating class of 2014. 

This is my first Convocation ceremony as President of Mohawk College.  

I’ve heard from reliable sources that these ceremonies are not staid and sombre affairs.  

So please give yourselves a big round of applause. 

That was good.  But you can do better.  

Much better. 

Now I’ve also been told the President traditionally offers some sage words of advice.  

So in keeping with tradition, I’d like to share with you  two of life’s most important words. 

Right now, many of you are likely thinking those two words are “you’re hired”. 

You’ll hear those words soon enough as a future ready Mohawk graduate. And I hope you 
hear them often throughout your career as you apply for new jobs and promotions. 

Yet the two most important words…the words you should repeat early and often at work 
and on the home front…are thank you.  

So let me start by thanking you for choosing Mohawk. For staying the course, finishing 
what you started and joining the ranks of more than 100 thousand alumni.  

While you may have thought that school’s out, I have one last assignment for you. A final 
assignment in three parts that ties back to life’s two most important words. 

Here’s part one.  
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Within the next week, thank the family and friends who supported you while you went to 
Mohawk. 

Maybe they supported you financially, picking up all or part of the tab for your tuition and 
books, room and board. 

Or maybe they supported you with words of encouragement. When you asked “do I have 
what it takes to go to college” they said “of course you do.” 

When you asked “is this the right time for me to go to college” they said “there’s no better 
time”. 

They cheered you on. They congratulated you when you aced a test, project or 
presentation.  

They reassured you when you wrestled with doubt, when times got rough and you were 
feeling overwhelmed. 

They said what you wanted to hear and more importantly, they told you what you needed 
to hear. They didn’t let you sleep in on Monday mornings or skip Friday afternoon classes. 

They cared for your kids while you hit the books. They drove you to and from school. They 
had dinner waiting when you walked through the door. They always asked how your day 
had gone at Mohawk. 

And they’re with you today, celebrating one of life’s most important milestones.  

So starting right after your ceremony and during the next week, thank your family and 
friends who helped you graduate. 

Handshakes are good. Hugs are better. Tears are optional. 

Now for part two of your final assignment.  

This part can wait until you’ve landed your first job out of college, doing the job that you 
trained for, studied for and dreamed about while at Mohawk. 

Once you’re doing what you love, write a letter to the person at Mohawk who made the 
biggest impression on you.  The person who helped you realize your full potential. 

Maybe it’s one of your professors, an instructor or technologist. Maybe it’s an 
administrative assistant, a counselor or coach. 

Whoever it is, thank them for a job well done. 

Don’t tell them by a tweet, text or Facebook post. Keep it old school and analogue. Go to the 
mall and buy a nice card. Put pen to paper. Get a stamp and drop your letter in the mailbox. 

In your life, you’ll only get a handful of thank you cards. You will remember and cherish 
every one of them.  
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I guarantee you’ll make that person’s day. They’ll keep your card on their desk or pinned to 
a bulletin board.  

Our amazing faculty and staff are exactly like you.  Like you, we want to make a difference. 
We want to do work that matters.  We want to change someone’s world. And to help others 
write a new narrative for their life. 

That’s why it’s such a great privilege to work at Mohawk. We’re grateful for the opportunity 
to educate and serve you, our students.  To see you realize your full potential and graduate 
future ready. 

Giving you a wealth of options and a world of opportunities is what gets us out of bed every 
morning. And keeps us working late into the evenings. 

So imagine what your letter will mean to that person at Mohawk who meant the world to 
you. 

And now for the third and final part of your assignment.  

Once you’re established in your career, give thanks by helping one person follow in your 
footsteps.   

Help someone else get a great postsecondary education that changes the trajectory of their 
life.  

There are many ways you can accomplish this. 

Maybe you’ll be in a position at work to offer a co-op or a field placement to a student.  

You may get to say those two all-important words to a freshly minted graduate – you’re 
hired.. 

You may have the means to invest in a scholarship or a bursary for a student.  Or help give 
students new and better places to learn. 

Or you may be the one offering reassurance to a niece, next door neighbour or colleague at 
work. 

When they ask “do I have what it takes to go to college?” you can say “absolutely. I did it 
and so can you. Going to college will be one of the hardest things you ever do and one of the 
best decisions you ever make. And if you need a helping hand along the way, I’m here for 
you. Whatever you need. Just ask.” 

So that’s your final assignment. Within the next week, thank the family and friends who 
supported you. After a few months into your first job out of college, thank the person at 
Mohawk who stepped up and stood out for you.  

And when you’re at the peak of your career, return the favour and help one person go to 
college and graduate. 
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What you’ll get in return is priceless. You’ll hear life’s two most important words -  thank 
you. 

Congratulations once again to the class of 2014. Thank you for choosing Mohawk. We’re 
proud of what you accomplished and we can’t wait to see what you’ll do for an encore. 

God speed. 

 


